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PROGRAM NOTES

Vienna enjoyed its status as the glittering cultural and
political capital of a great empire for centuries. The
sponsorship of the centuries-long Habsburg dynasty
and many aristocrats of the imperial court created an
excellent environment for musicians and artists to
marinate in creativity. Great music begets more great
music, and subsequent generations of students came
to study with the likes of some of the greatest teachers
of classical music, already fixtures in the Viennese
music scene: Haydn, Bruckner, and later, Schoenberg,
to name but a few.

The city remains just as synonymous with classical
music today, and countless musicians have found in a
Viennese pilgrimage what Mozart called an “irrational
affection” in a letter to his father. For my predecessor,
Cindy Beitmen, who conducted the Contra Costa
Chorale from 2012 until her passing in 2024, a
six-year stay in Vienna proved incredibly formative,
shaping a storied career as teacher, performer,
mentor, and conductor. The influenced becomes the
influencer, and the Chorale celebrates that legacy in
performance today.

The text for the Zigeunerlieder (Gypsy Songs) of
Johannes Brahms came to him by way of Hugo
Conrat, a member of the composer’s circle in
Vienna. Conrat received these texts from the family’s
Hungarian nurse, set them to metric verse, and

gave them to Brahms, already well known for his
Hungarian Dances composed some fifteen years prior.
Brahms set the text as a song cycle in 1888, and
liked them so much he set portions again for solo
voice and piano.

By Virginia Woolf’s keen observation, “for most of
history, anonymous was a woman.” Unfortunately,
classical music has been no exception, and the life and
works of Marianna von Martines have lain in relative
obscurity until only recently. Martines enjoyed an
elevated status during her lifetime, in part due to her
family’s status within the noble classes, but also for her
musical talents, which were noticed and developed

by her keyboard teacher, Franz Joseph Haydn, and
voice teacher Niccola Porpora. She performed often

for the court of the Empress Maria Theresa and was the
first woman admitted to the Accademia Filharmonica
of Bologna. The Dixit Dominus was composed for the
occasion of her admittance into the Accademia, but
because Martines could not be present to oversee its
premiere performance, the work was never performed
in her lifetime.

For the classical music lover, the image of the
archetypical composer is often of one steeped in

deep thoughts, tormented by inward struggle and a
yearning desire to be understood. Viennese composers,
particularly in death, are often subjected to a
biographical edification that creates an entirely different
persona from the one that actually lived, composed,
and died. Philosophers speak of “Two Beethovens:”
the Beethoven born in Bonn and active in Vienna in
the early nineteenth century, and the Beethoven we
have created in retrospect: tormented by a debilitating
hearing loss that rendered him nearly unable to hear
the very art he created in his final decades. Not far into
his thirties, Beethoven was well aware of his increasing
hearing loss and the toll it would take on his ability

to compose. Jake Runestad’s 4 Silence Haunts Me”
describes this inner turmoil by using an adaptation

of the Heiligenstadt Testament, a letter written by
Beethoven to his brothers, in which he describes his
current mental state and bleak prognosis. Listen for
familiar themes from Beethoven’s later works in this
piece, including reference to the Moonlight Sonata,

the 3rd, 6th, and 9th Symphonies, and Creatures of
Prometheus, all “filtered through a hazy, frustrated,

and defeated state of being,” as described by Runestad.
We pair this work, without pause, with the final
“Hallelujah” movement of Beethoven’s oratorio,
Christus am Ol/?erge, or Christ on the Mount of Olives.
Written on the heels of the letter to his brothers, many
have seen this oratorio as a metaphor for Beethoven’s
life and ultimate triumph over his hearing loss just as
much as it reflects the inner struggle of Christ.

On behalf of the Chorale, thank you for joining us
today as we pay musical homage to the many Viennese
Influencers who have shaped our own musicking.

—Brad Schultz
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Zigeunerlieder, Op. 103 ..., Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

I. He, Zigeuner, greife in die Saiten ein

I1. Hochgetiirmte Rimaflut, wie bist du so triib’

III. Wisst ihr, wann mein Kindchen am allerschénsten ist?
IV. Lieber Gott, du weifSt, wie oft bereut ich hab’

V. Brauner Bursche fithrt zum Tanze

IX. Weit and breit schaut Niemand mich an

X. Mond verhiillt sein Angesicht

XI. Rote Abendwolken zieh’'n am Firmament

Lori Panossian, soprano « Mitch Ashley, tenor
Ave Verum Corpus, K.618..................... Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Dixit Dominus ................ o . Marianna von Martines (1744-1812)
Text: Psalm 110
I. Dixit Dominus
II. Virgam virtutis tuae
III. Tecum principium
IV. Juravit Dominus
V. Dominus a dextris tuis
V1. Gloria Patri
VII. Et in saecula

Lori Panossian, soprano « Kathleen Moss, alto
Mitch Ashley, tenor « Greg Lassonde, bass

Sonata for piano four hands, K.19................... W. A. Mozart

I11. Rondo
Martin Morley ¢ Brad Schultz, piano

Du Bist wie Eine Blume, WABG64....................... Anton Bruckner (1824-1896)
Text: Heinrich Heine (1797-1856)

A Silence Haunts Me (w. 2019) ... ..o oo Jake Runestad
Text: Todd Boss

Hallelujah, from Christus am Olberge, Op. 85......... Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
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The Contra Costa Chorale rehearses and performs in the Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, which occupies land in Huchiun, the unceded territory of the
Chochenyo-speaking Ohlone peaple. We understand that our community continues to benefit from the seizure and occupation of this land. We acknowledge
and embrace our responsibility to take restorative action. We affirm that this is deeply felt and commit our members to be in right relationship with Indigenous
communities, aligning in solidarity, supporting Indigenous projects, and caring properly for the land.
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DR BRAD SCHULTZ -

Dr. Brad Schultz became the
Artistic Director of the Contra
Costa Chorale beginning with
the Fall 2024 season. A native
of Minnesota, Brad’s musical
background includes vocal
and instrumental performance
and conducting, church and
community music making,
university teaching and public
musicology.

Brad is also the minister of music at St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church in Belvedere, where he directs the
sanctuary choir, plays the organ, and organizes a
concert series. He has previously served United
Methodist, Unitarian Universalist, Lutheran, and
Presbyterian congregations in Oregon, Iowa,
Minnesota, Idaho, and Georgia. In addition to his
duties with the Chorale and in Belvedere, Brad
lectures on music topics at the Belvedere-Tiburon
Public Library and is an associate faculty member at

MARTIN MORLEY -

A native of Montana,

Martin Morley has enjoyed

a multifaceted career as a
pianist, music therapist,
teacher, handbell clinician,
and conductor. He holds
Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in piano performance
from the University of Kansas,
where he studied with Flora
Chiarrapa Silini, Richard
Angeletti, and Portuguese
virtuoso Sequeira Costa; in addition, Martin
performed for six years in monthly master classes with

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Santa Rosa Junior College, with appointments in the
music and lifelong learning departments.

Brad holds a Ph.D. in Musicology from the University
of Oregon with a certificate in Historical Performance
Practice. His dissertation focuses on the keyboard
works of Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, a composer active
in Amsterdam in the early seventeenth century,
through lenses of embodied cognition, rhetoric, and
organology (the study of musical instruments).

Brad also teaches online music courses for the
University of Oregon and previously served on the
faculty of Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. He
performs regularly as an organist, collaborative
keyboardist and continuo player, and conductor, and
enjoys making music with other musicians in the Bay
Area. He received a Master’s of Sacred Music degree in
organ performance from Emory University and
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, GA, and a
Bachelor’s degree in tuba performance from Luther
College. He lives in Tiburon with his husband Matt, a
digital advertising consultant.

COLLABORATIVE KEYBOARD ARTIST

such luminaries as Gary Graffman, Byron Janis, and
Leon Fleisher. He has toured North America as an
accompanist for Columbia Artists Management and
been featured as a concerto soloist with orchestras in
Kansas, California, and Texas. His keyboard comedy
routines have slain audiences in several states. Martin
is on the Master Artists roster of the Contra Costa
Performing Arts Society, and has performed several
times in benefit concerts for the Hope Solutions
organization and for the Young People’s Symphony
Orchestra. In addition to his position as Director of
Worship and Music at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
in Lafayette, Martin teaches private lessons and
continues performing as a soloist and collaborative
pianist in the Bay Area and beyond.



CONTRA COSTA CHORALE
Spring 2025 Concerts

May 9, 7:30 pm
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley
1 Lawson Road
Kensington

May 11, 5:00 pm
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church
1801 Lacassie Avenue
Walnut Creek

www.ccchorale.org




SOLOISTS

Lori Panossian — Soprano

Dr. Lori Panossian is a versatile lyric
soprano, classically trained, whose
rich, three-octave vocal range enables
her to perform a wide variety of styles.
Her repertoire includes operatic arias,
choral music, Armenian traditional
folk songs, jazz and pop. Off the stage,

Lori practices as a medical doctor,
specializing in neurology and sleep
medicine. She also dedicates her time to volunteering with
several Armenian nonprofit organizations.

Kathleen Moss — Mezzo Soprano

- Kathleen Moss, mezzo soprano, has been

recognized as a singer with a “great voice
and projection” and “a dramatic ability
seldom seen on the opera stage.” Ms. Moss
has performed with many Bay Area opera
companies including San Francisco Opera,
Opera San Jose, West Bay Opera, West
Edge Opera, Fremont Opera, Livermore
Valley Opera, Berkeley Opera, San
Francisco Lyric Opera, Cinnabar Opera & Pocket Opera and as
a former Resident Artist with the San Francisco Opera Center.

Her concert engagements include solo appearances with the
Sacramento Choral Society & Orchestra, Stockton Symphony,
Fremont Symphony, Mendocino Music Festival, UC Berkeley
Symphony Orchestra, Bay Choral Guild, Masterworks Chorale,
Handel Opera Project, Camerata California, San Francisco Opera
Guild and a live concert broadcast on National Public Radio.

As a crossover artist, she most recently appeared as Princess
Puffer in The Mystery of Edwin Drood with Lamplighters
Music Theatre. She has also performed with American Musical
Theater of San Jose, 42nd Street Moon, TheatreWorks, Lyric
Theatre of San Jose, Sacramento’s Music Circus, Montalvo Arts
Center & Shakespeare Santa Cruz. She can also be heard on
the original cast recording of The 3 Musketeers, featuring Tony
Award winners Sutton Foster & Christian Borle.

Mitch Ashley —

Ienor

Mitch Ashley, an East Bay native, has
sung with the Contra Costa Chorale
since 2017, and is very excited to
have been chosen as tenor soloist

in Brad’s premiere concert with the

e

group. He considers himself fortunate
to have performed in the Chorale
under Cindy Beitmen, as a soloist in
Mozart’s Requiem in Fall 2023, and in
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms in Fall 2019, as well as other
Chorale concerts.

Mitch began his classical singing study with Eleanor Cohen
at Cal State Hayward (now CSU East Bay), and completed
his Bachelor’s and Master’s in Music at San Francisco
Conservatory, under the guidance of Hermann LeRoux.
He has sung with the San Francisco Symphony and Opera
choruses, the Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra Chorale, as
well as many other Bay Area groups, and is currently the
baritone leader in the Choir of St. John’s Episcopal in Ross.

Greg Lassonde — Bass

Greg has been a member of Contra
Costa Chorale for 10 years. Aside
from singing with family, church and
in grade school, his only other formal
singing in community was one year
in high school. Not an instrument
player, except a year of piano in

second grade, Greg appreciated
not having to audition to join the
Chorale, only needing the ability to match tones.

In trying out for today’s solo performance in quartet, Greg
perceived this more as a personal challenge rather than an
anticipated outcome. He is thankful for this opportunity,
with special appreciation for the training these past two
years from his vocal coach, Mary Ellen Callaghan, on top
of instruction given from Cindy Beitmen and Brad Schultz
during a decade of chorus rehearsals. Oh, and thanks mom!

ORCHESTRA

Violin Viola

Matthew Vincent Ivo Bokulic

Karsten Windt

Oboe Trumpet

Adrienne Burg Dominic Favia
Rob Wilkins

Cello Flute

Ben Snellings Lance Suzuki
Piano

Martin Morley



TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Zigeunerlieder

1.He, Zigeuner, greife in die Saiten ein!

Spiel das Lied vom ungetreuen Migdelein!
Laf§ die Saiten weinen, klagen, traurig bange,
Bis die heifle Trine netzet diese Wange!

2.Hochgetiirmte Rimaflut,
Wie bist du so triib;
An dem Ufer klag ich

Laut nach dir, mein Lieb!

Wellen flichen, Wellen stromen,
Rauschen an dem Strand heran zu mir.
An dem Rimaufer lafl mich

Ewig weinen nach ihr!

3. Wifdt ihr, wenn mein Kindchen am allerschénsten ist?
Wenn ihr siifles Miindchen scherzt und lacht und kiifst.

Migdelein, du bist mein, inniglich kiif} ich dich,
Dich erschuf der liecbe Himmel einzig nur fiir mich!

Wif3t ihr, wenn mein Liebster am besten mir gefille?
Wenn in seinen Armen er mich umschlungen hilt.
Schitzelein, du bist mein, inniglich kiiff ich dich,
Dich erschuf der liecbe Himmel einzig nur fiir mich!

4. Lieber Gott, du weifSt, wie oft bereut ich hab,
Dafl ich meinem Liebsten einst ein Kiifichen gab.
Herz gebot, daf$ ich ihn kiissen muf3,

Denk, solang ich leb, an diesen ersten KufS.

Lieber Gott, du weifdt, wie oft in stiller Nacht
Ich in Lust und Leid an meinen Schatz gedacht.
Lieb ist siif3, wenn bitter auch die Reu,

Armes Herze bleibt ihm ewig, ewig treu.

5. Brauner Bursche fithrt zum Tanze
Sein blaudugig schones Kind;
Schligt die Sporen keck zusammen,
Csardasmelodie beginnt.

KiifSt und herzt sein siiffes Taubchen,
Dreht sie, fiihret sie, jauchzt und springt;
Wirft drei blanke Silbergulden

Auf das Zimbal, daf§ es klingt.

1.Hey, Gypsy, pluck your strings!

Play the song of the unfaithful maiden!

Let the strings cry and lament, sad and anxious,
Until hot tears wet these cheeks!

2.High-towering River Rima,
How gloomy you are;

On the shore I lament
Loudly for you, my love!

The waves flee, the waves stream by,
Roaring toward me along the shore;
At the shore of the Rima let me
Weep for her forever!

3. Do you know when my beloved is her most beautiful?
When her sweet little mouth jokes and laughs and kisses.

Maiden, you are mine; deeply I kiss you,
Heaven created you for me alone!

Do you know when I like my beloved the best?
When he holds me in his arms.

My treasure, you are mine; deeply I kiss you,
Heaven created you for me alone!

4. Dear God, You know how often I've regretted
That I once gave my beloved a kiss.

My heart commanded that I kiss him;

As long as I live, I'll remember that first kiss.

Dear God, You know how often in the silent night
I've thought of my beloved in joy and sorrow.
Love is sweet, even if regret is bitter;

My poor heart remains true to him forever.

5. A swarthy young lad leads

his fair, blue-eyed maiden to the dance;
He clicks his spurs boldly together,
The melody of the csirdds begins.

He kisses and hugs his sweet little dove,

He turns her around, leads her, shouts, and jumps;
And he tosses three shining silver pieces

onto the cymbal so that it rings.



TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

9. Weit und breit schaut niemand mich an,
und wenn sie mich hassen, was liegt mir dran?
Nur mein Schatz der soll mich lieben allezeit,

soll mich kiissen, umarmen und herzen in Ewigkeit.

Kein Stern blickt in finsterer Nacht;

keine Blum mir strahlt in duftiger Pracht.
Deine Augen sind mir Blumen Sternenschein,
die mir leuchten so freundlich,

die blithen nur mir allein.

10. Mond verhiillt sein Angesicht,

siifes Lieb, ich ziirne dir nicht.

Wollt ich ziirnend dich betriiben, sprich
wie kénnt ich dich dann lieben?

Heif? fiir dich mein Herz entbrennt,
keine Zunge dir’s bekennt.

Bald in Liebesrausch unsinnig,

bald wie Tdubchen sanft und innig.

11. Rote Abendwolken ziehn am Firmament,
Sehnsuchtsvoll nach dir,

Mein Lieb, das Herze brennt,

Himmel strahlt in glithnder Pracht,

Und ich trium bei Tag und Nacht

Nur allein von dem siiffen Liebchen mein.

Ave Verum Corpus
Ave verum corpus, natum
de Maria Virgine,

vere passum, immolatum
in cruce pro homine
cujus latus perforatum
fluxit aqua et sanguine:
esto nobis praegustatum
in mortis examine.

continued

9. Far and wide, no one looks at me,
And if they hate me, what does it matter?
Only my darling, who will love me always,

Shall kiss me, caress me, and embrace me for eternity.

No star shines in the dark night;

No flower shines fragrant splendor at me.
To me, your eyes are flowers of starlight
That shine on me so kindly

and blossom only for me.

10. The moon veils its face,

Sweet love; I am not angry with you.

If I were to sadden you with my anger, tell me,
How could I then love you?

My heart blazes hotly for you,

no tongue confesses to it,

One moment left mad by love’s ecstasy,
Another moment, gentle and tender as a dove.

11. Red evening clouds move across the heavens;
Longing for you,

My love, my heart burns;

The sky shines in glowing splendor,

And I dream day and night

Only of my sweet love.

Hail, true Body, born

of the Virgin Mary,

having truly suffered, sacrificed
on the cross for mankind,
from whose pierced side

water and blood flowed:

Be for us a sweet foretaste

in the trial of death!



TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

continued

Dixit Dominus

I. Dixit Dominus (Chorus)

Dixit Dominus Domino meo: sede a dextris meis,
donec ponam inimicos tuos scabellum pedum tuorum.

I1. Virgam virtutis tuae (Soprano and Alto duet)
Virgam virtutis tuae emittet Dominus ex Sion;
dominare in medio inimicorum tuorum

III. Tecum principium (Alto solo)
Tecum principium in die virtutis tuae, in spendoribus
sanctorum: ex utero, ante luciferum, genui te.

IV. Juravit Dominus (Chorus)
Juravit Dominus et non poenitebit eum: tu es sacerdos
in aeternum secundum ordinem Melchisedech.

V. Dominus a dextris tuis (Quartet, Chorus)
Dominus a dextris tuis, confregit in die irae suae reges.
Judicabit in nationibus; implebit ruinas, conquassabit
capita in terra multorum. De torrente in via bibet
propterea exaltabit caput.

V1. Gloria Patri (Chorus)
Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. Sicut erat in
principio, et nunc, et semper.

V1. Et in saecula (Chorus)

Et in saecula saeculorum. Amen.

Du bist wie eine Blume

Du bist wie eine Blume,

So hold und schon und rein;

Ich schau’ dich an, und Wehmut

Schleicht mir ins Herz hinein.

Mir ist, als ob ich die Hinde
Aufs Haupt dir legen sollt,
Betend, dass Gott dich erhalte
So rein und schén und hold.
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The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your footstool.”

The Lord will send forth the scepter of your power out of
Zion, saying, “Rule over your enemies round about you.

Princely state has been yours from the day of your birth; in
the beauty of holiness have I begotten you, like dew from
the womb of the morning.”

The Lord has sworn, and will not recant: “You are a priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek.

The Lord who is at your right hand, will smite kings in
the day of his wrath; he will rule over the nations. He will
heap high the corpses; he will smash heads over the wide
earth. The king will drink from the brook beside the way;
therefore he will lift high his head.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.

World without end. Amen.

You are like a flower,

So sweet and fair and pure;
I look at you, and sadness
Steals into my heart.

I feel as if I should lay

My hands upon your head,
Praying that God preserve you
So pure and fair and sweet.
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continued
A Silence Haunts Me
Hear me brothers I have a confess i on pa i nful to
make S ix years I have endured a curse that deepens every
day They say that soon I Il cease to hear the very
mus i ¢ of my soul What should be the sense most perfect
in me fails me shames me taunts  me
A s i lence haunts me They ask me Do you
hear the shepherd s i ng i ng faroff soft They ask
me Do you hear a d i stant flut ing danc i ng

joyously aloft No I thinksoNo 1 th i nk so No
God am I Prometheus exiledinchainsforgifting

humank i nd my fire Take my feel ing Take my
s i ght Take my wings midflight but let me hear
the sear i ng roar of a i r before I score the ground Why S i lence
is God s reply and so I beg me take
my lifewhenlo I hear a grace and feel a ringing

in me after all So now as leaves of autumn fall I
make my mark and 5 i gn my name and turn aga i n to
touch my flame of mus i ¢ to the world a broken man as best
I can As ever Fa i thfully Yours A bell A bell
Hear me and be well

—Todd Boss

Hallelujah!

Hallelujah unto God’s Almighty Son.

Praise the Lord, ye bright angelic choir, in holy songs of Joy.
Man, proclaim His grace and glory.
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Walnut Creek Historical Society

Shadelands Ranch Museum
2660 Ygnacio Valley Rd., Walnut Creek, CA 94598

MUSEUM HOURS:
1PM -4 PM Wednesdays & Sundays
February - October
ADMISSION: $5 adults
PHONE: (925) 935-7871
EMAIL: wchs@wchistory.org
WEBSITE: wchistory.org

2025 EVENTS

Downtown Walking Tours
Second Saturday of the month
February - October
Registration required
FREE

Classic Car Show
Sunday, June 8
10 AM - 3 PM

Shadelands Summer Market
Sunday, August 10
10 AM - 2 PM

Santa at Shadelands i // ﬂll"! i ﬁ#.
Saturday, November 29 : i
10 AM - 3 PM

Holiday Teas
Saturday, November 29 - December 14
Two Seatings Daily: 11 AM & 1:30 PM

Holiday Faire
Saturday, November 29 - December 14

10 AM - 4 PM Dailg
fii
%%




CONTRA COSTA CHORALE
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

The Contra Costa Chorale commits to promoting music education at all learning levels, to

encouraging student participation in the fine and joyous art of choral singing, and to creating

and supporting programs that build choral singers and audiences for the future.

For the past decade, the Contra Costa Chorale has raised funds to support student music programs in Contra
Costa County, with the intent to focus on choral music in western and central parts of the county. Currently we

have two active programs and are developing other opportunities.

OPENING ACT

Since 2017, the Chorale has invited student musicians’
groups from Central and West Contra Costa schools to
perform as our Opening Act. By the time the Chorale
ceased operations during the COVID-19 pandemic, we
had featured students from Madera Elementary School
(WCCUSD) in Kensington, Orinda Middle School
(Orinda Union School District) in Walnut Creek,
Korematsu Middle School (WCCUSD), and
Dougherty Valley High School (San Ramon Valley
Unified School District). We are not always successful in
finding groups for each concert, but when we do find
those whose schedules fit ours, the performances are
enthusiastically received by our audiences.

School music groups you know could have the
opportunity to perform for up to 10 minutes in front of
our audience, in either Kensington or Walnut Creek. If
you are interested or know of a group that would want
to participate, please email us at cocochorale@gmail.
com so that we can make a new connection.

VOCAL MUSIC STUDIES SCHOLARSHIPS
In 2020, the Contra Costa Chorale established a
relationship with the West Contra Costa Public
Education Fund (the Ed Fund) to provide scholarships
to students who need assistance for studies, either at
college or for some special program they wish to pursue
even while still attending high school. Currently, the
emphasis is on college scholarships, which the Ed Fund
has made available on behalf of the Chorale since 2021.

In 2021, two $1,000 scholarships were awarded to
Madison Weller, De Anza HS, and Naja Ji Jaga, Middle
College HS. Madison pursued her college studies at
Contra Costa College with plans to transfer to San Jose
State, and Naja began her studies at Boston University.

Another two $1,000 scholarships were awarded in
2022 to Abraham Blanquel, Richmond HS, and Justin
Trujillo, Pinole Valley HS. Both students intend to

pursue music careers, Abraham as a musician and in
production and Justin as a music teacher—we hope
in WCCUSD.

For the 2023 scholarships, the Community
Connections Committee made the decision to increase
the scholarship amounts to $2,000 each, generating
greater interest from the students. With a strong choice
of candidates, the committee decided to award three
scholarships. That year, the scholars were Kaylee Barron,
Richmond HS; Jordan Daniel, Hercules HS; and Aleks
Retiro, De Anza HS. Kaylee and Aleks presented the
Chorale’s Opening Act at the spring 2023 concert.

The spring 2024 scholarships were awarded to Sheesam
Gurung, Pinole Valley HS; and Zidane Le, Hercules
HS. Both students brought strong backgrounds in
activities that reflected community building...and, of
course, singing.

We are delighted to watch our Contra Costa Chorale
scholars head off to college with a boost from us (made
possible by donations from our friends).

STUDENT SINGERS

Contra Costa Chorale is constantly searching for
talented students to join the Chorale for a concert set.
We offer local students, either high school or college, a
chance to experience being part of a community chorus,
attending rehearsals and preparing for the concert
alongside the Chorale singers. We expect students to be
committed choral singers who have developed musical
skills comparable to those of a community chorus, and
to be at least minimally familiar with reading music.
Students will receive scholarships to cover the cost of
their tuition and music.

For more information about making any of these
connections with the Contra Costa Chorale, email your
request to cocochorale@gmail.com.
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FERRY FALT:

98% of SF Bay Ferry riders
INn 2024 were satisfied with
their experience.

Ride with confidence.

_Z= San Francisco Bay Ferry




BEST

— OF THE —

EAST BAY

EAST BAY EXPRESS l&.
GOLD
BEST BARTENDER
BEST COMEDY NIGHT

SILVER
BEST BAR
BEST COCKTAILS

BEST CRAFT COCKTAILS
BEST MARGARITA

..

THE UNOFFICIAL HOME OF THE RICHMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

12517 SAN PABLO AVENUE RICHMOND CA 94804 U.S. A.

www.thefactorybar.net




Tomorrow’s Tenors & Basses
Start Your Journey Today

The GRAMMY-winning
ﬁ PACIFIC BOYCHOIR ACADEMY
R o Oakland Based. World-Renowned.

DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AFTER SCHOOL CHOIRS PRELUDE
GRADES 2-8 GRADES 1-12 INTRO MUSIC
e 15 hours of music a week! e For Boys ¢ Pre-K & Kindergarten
¢ International Touring! * For Girls ¢ For Boys
 Sing with SF Symphony e Camps & Touring e For Girls
plus more

4101 Park Boulevard sing@pacifichoychoir.org
Oakland, CA 94602 (510) 652-4722

ATTENTION SINGERS ...
YOUR VOICE NEEDED

Do you love singing in the shower? Did you sing in a
high school chorus or church choir? Have you always
wanted to sing but weren't sure you could? Looking for
some new, exciting artistic challenge that’s more fun than
you could imagine? Want to raise your IQ by leaps and
bounds? (Yes, making music makes you smarter!)

Well, take action! The Contra Costa Chorale wants you.
You'll get great value from weekly rehearsals held in
Kensington, including vocal coaching. Our next season
runs late January to mid-May. Check out p.6 of this
program to see a hint of what’s coming. Come join us!

Kate Sibley, General Manager:
k8sibley@gmail.com; (510) 233-3623
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For a Free Pie and Home Valuation
Text MondayPie to 59559

DRE #01759041 www. MondayTeamAgents.com



S | ington Dental care:
LouiegB. Mendoza, D.D.iw ———
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

2O+ LYeard of

TRUSTED

DENTAL

CARE

Dr. Louie Mendoza and his team have been a trusted neighborhood favorite in
Kensington, Albany, Berkeley, and surrounding areas for the last 25 years. Our dental
office is conveniently located on Arlington Avenue. You can trust that we will treat
you with respect, regardless of the current state of your oral health.

Our Reliable Services:

Comprehensive Dental Care @ Modern, Comfortable, and Gentle
* Cleanings and Exams » Digital Imaging
* Invisalign® Clear Aligners » CAD/CAM Technology
e Dental Implants * Sedation options to alleviate
¢ Same-Day Crowns/Restorations anxiety and maximize your
e Teeth Whitening comfort

¢ Smile Makeover
¢ Non-Surgical Gum Therapy

Contact Us @(510) 526-8311 @ www.smilesbymendoza.com 9296 Arlington Ave Kensington, CA 94707




“Richmond’s Best Kept Secret!”

PERFUSION VINEYARD

Hand Farmed Organic Pinot Noir And Tuscan Olive Oil

Join us for our next event:
Winetasting and Holiday Makers Fair
Free access-No RSVP required

Saturday, Dec. 7, 12-5 pm
6102 Park Avenue Richmond, CA

*Parking is limited-please rideshare/walk/bike

ALAN KRAKAUER
PHOTOGRAPHY

ameli

GOODS BAKED GOOD

WHEY N
WHEELS

— it

Perfusionvineyard.com

Perfusionvineyard@gmail.com
@Perfusionvineyard (Instagram/Facebook)




Announcing the

Cindy Beitmen Legacy Circle

With the sad news of Cindy’s passing, we are
honoring her though our newly named Cindy
Beitmen Legacy Circle. Current singers Janet Keyes

& David Hubbell, and Kate Sibley, have already
included the Chorale in their estate plans.

We encourage you to create your own legacy for

the Chorale by including us in your will or living
trust, naming us as an account beneficiary, or by
considering other options.

Your thoughtful gift will keep the Chorale strong
and help us meet the high standard that Cindy set
for us during her 12-year tenure as Music Director.

Questions? For a confidential conversation:

Greg Lassonde (415) 509-4886, commi_ﬂ

COSTA

or greg.lassonde@icloud.com. CHORALE

Soprano Joy
is delighted to praise her two
beloved granddaughters!

Scout Odessa is a Freshman at Amherst
College. She is busy with many assignments
in Economics, History, etc. She has found
a fine group of other young women with

whom to enjoy outdoor activities.

Neko continues to be an ace Volleyball
player. She writes sensitive poems, creates
artistic ceramics, and, when home, helps
her grandfather in the garden. She helps
take care of her family’s large dog, a mixed
Toy Poodle. She is also very bright in

economics and scientific classes.

Support the Chorale
with Your Ad here!
o)

S &
CHORALE!

Contact cocochorale@gmail.com or
510-730-0202 for more information
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First row: Elmina Green, Kathie Dreher, Ann Smith, Joy Svihra, Gennifer Tate, Sandy Kruger
Second row: Judith Keig, Eileen Malone, Barbara Berry, Deena Love, Meryl Sacks, Valerie Carpenter, Monica Olivares, Nicki Norman

Third row: Mary McQuilliams, Jenny Sanjeevan, Amelia Grounds, Connie Brown, Karen Glasser, Lori Panossian
Fourth row: Cathy Edwards, Jean Lutwak, Karine Schomer, Kathy Wyland, Tanya Drlik, Susan Billings
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Dear Music,

Thanks for always
Clearing my head,
Healing my heart,
And lifting my spirits.

It’s not the song that
Makes you emotional...
It’s the people and things
That come to mind when

You hear it.

All it takes is 1 song to

Bring back 1000
Memories.

—Jon York

In fond remembrance of departed
friends and Cindy Beitmen

Linda Jones, alto
o

HAGSTROM

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW GROUP

‘of Interweaving

Env]ro}lmeﬁtal Law and Science

EMAIL EARL HAGSTROM AT EARL@HAGSTROM.LAW
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE HAGSTROMLAW TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT OUR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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First row: Janet Keyes, Cyndi Mulligan, Tess Barbach, Catherine White, Claudia Dechow, Carol Terry
Second row: Regina Marchione, Chris Moriuchi, Lee Steadman, Lynne Ono, Katie Wolfman, Carol Strand
Third row: Cassandra Todd, Linda Jones, Judi Carrillo, Anne Jennings, Alisa Gould Sugden

Fourth row: Kathy Haug, Sylvie Mwila Jonath, Kate Sibley, Eldonna Cooley, Geri Havlicek

Missing from photo: Heidi Ronfeldt, Debbie Sanderson, Amy Willats



bl Todayl CaR U AL S10-235-085% The Contra Costa Chorale celebrates its partnership with

the Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley in Kensington.

John Ziesenhenne
Broker Creating loving community, inspiring
|l spiritual growth, and encouraging lives
of integrity, joy, and service.

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 11am

In Person & Online Service

232 Broadway johnz@mahays.com " ;
Richmond, CA 94804 www.mahays.com Visit our website for )
510-235-0353 ext. 14 Fax - 510-235-5058 more ways to connect.
www.uuch.org
License # 0675383
COMMERCIAL—RESIDENTIAL- LIFE—MEDICAL A

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

U} Church of Berkeley

Official Insurance Agency for the Contra Costa Chorale

REALTOR® | DRE # 01398898
DECLAN SPRING

415.446.8591 '
>4 declan@thehomefactor.com | . A
& thehomefactor.com

@declanspring

Overseen successful transactions of 320+ properties
Valued at over $210M
Guiding people with mindful home ownership since 2008

ind I:E @
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First row: Eless Battiste, Peter Liddell, Carole Strauss, Mitch Ashley, Richard Page, Terry Lee
Second row: Chad Keig, Ken Saltzstine, Stuart Marson, Ruth Block, Spero Matthews, Ferdinand Bondt, Michael Gardner

Third row: Jamie McGrath, Dovid Hubbell, Kevin Glaz, Alice Knudsen, Abigail Smith, JoAnn Thomas
Fourth row: Ron Cheatham, Don Wollwage, Greg Lassonde, Nan Ayers, Jim Wong, William Abernathy, Leo Scurry, Achi Ben Shalom, Joe Scott

Missing from photo: Paloma Pavel, Andrea Weber
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A family-owned urban winery
that creates elegant, uniquely California wines.

OPEN EVERY WEEKEND
FRIDAY: 4:00PM - 8:00PM « SATURDAY - SUNDAY: 1:00PM - 6:00PM

Wine Tasting * Food Pop-ups ¢ Live Music
Available for private parties

www.windchaserwine.com
1352 S. 49th Street * Richmond, CA 94804 « (415) 806-7480

BesT] S
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windchaser

wine Co.




EVERY FIRST FRIDAY FROM 4-8PM

RICHMOND’S
FRIDAY

NIGHTS

o 'hi

s> WINDGHASER WINE ﬂll
PchLEs N SMuKE BB“ & OTHER LOCAL FOOD VENDORS

cockrarcin & eeer Taerin> THE FAGTORY BAR
wir) L JVE MUSIG imox> MAKERS MARKET

1352 §S. 49TH ST, RICHMOND, CA




&
Q Glen Price Group

The Glen Price Group sends a

standing ovation to the Contra Costa
Chorale for continuing to bring

beautiful music into so many lives.

GPG celebrates 20 years of supporting local, statewide, national,
and international public and nonprofit organizations

https://glenpricegroup.com
(510) 528-1558 e info@glenpricegroup.com ® 719 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito, CA 94530
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Cell: 510-421-2233

larasfinedining@gmail.com

www.larasfinedining.com
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DONORS TO CONTRA COSTA CHORALE

Fiscal Year 2023-2024 plus through November 17, 2024
Thank you to our generous supporters who keep the Chorale thriving through each year.

*On April 15, shortly before the Chorales Spring 2024 concert, “Make Our Garden Grow,” Artistic Director
Cindy Beitmen succumbed to the colorectal cancer she had lived with for seven years. Many people have contributed
to the Chorale in her memory since that time. Those tribute gifis are noted here with an asterisk next to each
donor’s name. We thank you for this generous remembrance and acknowledgment that the Chorale must continue

to grow under new direction.

Kathleen Buckner For Scholarship Fund

$10,000+

Clif Bar Family Foundation

Susan Lambert

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous

Kate Sibley
$1,000-$4,999

Debra Sanderson and Michael O’Hare

Karine Schomer

Andy Stacklin and Anne Jennings, Jennings Stacklin Fund at East Bay Community Foundation

Ferdinand Bondt
Bruce Callow
Judith Chovan *
Frances Dibble *
Elisabeth Fulmer *
Greg Lassonde

Cindy Beitmen
Barbara Berry
Partially for Scholarship Fund
Leah M. Brown
Tanya Drlik
For Scholarship Fund

Nancye and Thomas Blasingame *
David Gilbert and David Farneth *
Elnora Lee
Kerry Moriarty

In memory of Dan Moriarty

Amy Willats and Charles Hargrove

$500-$999

Elizabeth and Charles Lewis IV *
Cyndi Mulligan and Howard Kadis
Nicki Norman and Peter Gleick
Lynne Ono

Marijo Racciatti

$250-$499

Aprile Ebisui *

Ellen Gailing *

Linda and Ken Jones

Alice Knudsen *

Regina Marchione and Spero Matthews

Stuart Marson *

$200-$249

Diane Morrison

Charlene Okamoto

Mary Yankee and John David Peters
Peggy Curran and Josh Sale
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Carole Strauss

In memory of Kevin Strauss
Katherine Turpin

In honor of Joy Svibra
Marilyn Willats

Christine and Morris Moriuchi
Martin Morley

Sylvie Mwila Jonath

Lorraine Osmundson

Jerry and Karen Reynolds
Brad & Matt Schultz

Danielle Sciocchetti

Jean Sibley
Partially for Scholarship Fund

Peter and Ann Smith



DONORS TO CONTRA COSTA CHORALE

Nan Ayers

Lonnie Barbach

Pam Beaivan

Constance Brown

Jan and Byron Brown *

Shirley Butt

Caroline Byrd *

Judith Carrillo

Susan and Bruce Carter *

Papa and Arun Chemburkar

Cindy and Dave Cochran *
In memory of Cindy Beitmen,
a talented and favorite cousin

Linda Connor

Antoinette and Bennett Coplan
In honor of Fran Dibble

Doug and Ruth Eaton

James and Linda Hargrove

Anonymous

Louise Ainsley

Keith Alward

Leander Anderegg

Molly Anderson

Tanya Baker

Beth Baldwin

Susan Bartholomew

M. H. and Valerie Behrendt
Terrrie Beitmen Grove *
Nancy Benson-Smith
Anne Binning

Susan Boat

Debbie Cabusas

Chieko Chambers

Helen Clifton

Edna Concepcion

Kathy Conforti

Edith Copley

Molly Couto

David Clayton and Gayle DeKellis
Zachary Denning
Catherine Der

Claudia Dechow and Kathie Dreher
Sarah Dunham

M. Edwards

Fei Emery

Barbara Erickson

Maryo Gard Ewell

Zen Franco

Barbara and Joe Freeman
Linda Gallaher-Brown
Giedra Gershman

Kathy Gleason

$100-$199

Harris and Patricia Holzberg
In honor of Carole Strauss

Denise Hom-Berry

Robert Knight *
In memory of Cindy Beitmen and
inspired by the Chorales performance
shortly after her passing

Jon Stiles and Deena Love

John MacLennan

Martin McNair

Gary and Cathy Meyer

Evan Ono

Talia Pines

Betty Power *
Thank you, Cindy, for the music

Hansen Rahmgren

Susan Randolph

Virginia Rigney

Up to $99

Ian Grady

Amelia Grounds

Morgan Gunst

Magdalena Hawkins
Margaret Hegg

Marcia Hofer

Sandra Hou

Carol Hudson

Kristin Johnson

Brian Knapp

Sandra Kruger

Anne Kulak

Marilyn Langlois

Linda Lawrence

Elizabeth Love

Thomas and Sabine Mallen
Janna Marchione

Kim and Barbara Marienthal
Maria Elena McCarthy
Shirley McDonald *

Jessica and Richard McDowell
Jean Mclntire

Rebecca Mills

Linda Modaro

Robin Moore

Thomas Morioka

Amal Moulik

Joan Natkin

Fletcher Oakes

Karen Panicali Ward

Laura Becker and Joel Parrott
Julie Patrusky

Carol Pierson
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Valerie Samaniego *
Gini and Michael Savage
For Scholarship Fund in
memory of Jessica Stevens
Mark Tilley and Tom Schleis
Warren Sharp
Ana Souza
M. Carlene St. John
Judy Chovan and Robert Stavers
Lee Steadman
Joy Svihra
Carol Terry
Lou Ann Texeira
Carol Thunen
Steve Toby
Elizabeth Willson
John and Monique Ziesenhenne *

Helen Maureen Pyne *
Jeffrey Richards
Summer Rittner
Judith Robbins
Heidi Ronfeldt
Sherry Rufini
Susan Russell
Keven Seaver
Maria Shere
George Sibley
Holly Sloan-Buchanan
Kate Spaulding
Karin Stenberg
Jamienne Studley
Kat and John Talley-Jones
Jane Thomas
Nancy Thompson
Elayna Trucker
Sally P Tubach
Sandra Venning
Lisa Wasson
Mary Webster
David Wegner *
John and Susan Wehrle
Kathleen White *
In memory of a beautiful and
hilarious soul, Cindy Beitmen
Shawn Wilde
Susan Williams
Jennifer Winch
Charlene Woodcock
Sheryl Wooldridge
Kay Yatabe
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Palliative & Hospice | Veteran-Centered Care | Music Therapy | Bruns House | Grief Support

HOSplCG East Bay (926) 887-5678 | www.HospiceEastBay.org




SPECIAL THANKS

Judith Carrillo ® Chad Keig ® Alice Knudsen ® Deena Love ® Jon Stiles * Clint Sides
Thanks to Salesforce for matching contributions.
Thanks to Apple for matching contributions.
Thanks to Chevron for matching contributions.

Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley in Kensington and its ever-flexible staft:
Tess Snook O’Riva, Executive Director; Janae Heard, Office Administrator; Peter Barnholt,
Facilities Manager; Andrew Brown, AV Tech; CJ] Miles, Sound Tech

Dr. Edith Copley, for her continued support and guidance
Allison Rolls, Web Guardian Angel ® Kenneth Tam, Accountant

Bridge Storage & ArtSpace ® Carole Klein

And to our many Chorale members who volunteer 2,000-plus hours over and
above rehearsal and concert singing time to make the organization run like a
well-oiled machine. The Chorale is a cohesive, generous community, and we are
grateful beyond words for all that our members give.

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR SCAN QR CODE FOR
YOUR DONATION PAYPAL LINK
@E
Contra Costa Chorale

P.O. Box 1784
Richmond, CA 94802
ccchorale.org ¢ cocochorale@gmail.com « 510-730-0202

The Contra Costa Chorale is incorporated as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization.
Donations to the group are tax deductible and always appreciated.
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23 Maine Avenue
Richmond CA 94804

(510)233-3348

STORAGE, ARTS & EVENTS www.bridgestorage.com







With Beethoven, Brahms, Martines, Mozart and More 65

The Contra Costa Chorale joyously welcomes Dr. Brad Schultz as the
Artistic Director of our Chorale family.

Brahms, a lover of folk music, gives us Gypsy songs.
Play your violins, gypsies
Sing your songs of passionate love,
Love stronger than the wind or the sea
And more beautiful than the stars above.

A An Evening in Old Vienna &2_
é

|

|

' Marianna von Martines,
; A female composer in the classic era —
| Not a good job prospect for most women,
But you had a musical gift that no one could stop
So we say to you, Marianna,
“Dixit Dominus and LADY, YOU ROCK.”

* A shattering letter from Beethoven to his brothers l
On his impending deafness - fearing he would lose his very soul. |

When silence came, |

He did not lose his soul—how could he? |

The soul is where music lives. !

| Cindy came to the Chorale podium twelve & % years ago, '
. Her loss hit us hard. [
But we know she would want us to keep singing.

. : Thank you, Brad, for coming to us
And taking our podium for the first time tonight. i
We look forward to many years with you. ,

- And as always,

We will keep “Singing our hearts out!”

; We are the Contra Costa Chorale.

A m . Claudia Dechow Ch

Chorale singer




